CHAPTEE XXIV.

THE FOUNDATION-STONES OF BRITAIN.

TOE the sake of continuous narration, we must now
depart from chronological order, and pass over an interval of
more than two years, so as to follow without interruption
the steps whereby the Highland problem was gradually
worked out.

As the summer of 1858 wore round, and London began to
empty, it was time to prepare for the usual autumnal holiday.
During the years which had intervened since the ramble into
Sutherlandshire to see the whereabouts of the fossil-bearing
rocks of Durness, while Murchison was spending his vaca-
tion on the Continent, Mr. Peach had returned to the High-
land ground, and had found other and better fossils, which
placed beyond dispute the Lower Silurian age of the quartz-
rocks and limestones of the north-west Highlands. Other
observers had likewise been at work. Professor Mcol and
Colonel Sir Henry James (now the Director of the Ordnance
Survey), having independently traced the boundaries of the
formations for long distances, had shown by fresh proofs the
infraposition of the great red sandstones and conglomerates
to the quartz-rocks; discovering, at the same time, not only
that the quartz-rocks lay above the red sandstones, but that
a series of excursions which revealed the actual foundation
